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RA-16 INITIAL RELOCATION NOTICE LETTER

DATE
NAME & ADDRESS

Municipality:
PIN:
Parcel:
Property Owner:
Displacee:

Dear NAME:
The Maine Department of Transportation (Department) is in the early stages of
developing a transportation project. You may be required to move as a result of the
project, although no final determination of those properties that will be affected has
been completed. You may be eligible to relocation benefits if you are required to
move as a direct result of the Department’s acquisition. Do not move at this time due
to the project, because to do so will jeopardize your eligibility for relocation benefits.
You will be contacted later by a relocation specialist if you are required to move as a
result of the project. The relocation specialist will: establish your eligibility for
relocation benefits; provide additional information about the relocation benefits which
are appropriate to your circumstances; answer your questions; assist you in
preparing relocation payment claims; and provide relocation advisory services in
order to locate suitable replacement property and/or housing if appropriate.
You will receive at least 90-days written notice from the Department before you are
required to move. Ninety days is a minimum amount of time for relocation. Where
possible, the Department’s goal is to provide more than 90 days to aid in relocation. If
you are required to move from a residence, a 90 day notice will not be issued until
decent, safe and sanitary (DSS) replacement housing is made available.
To be eligible for relocation assistance and benefits, you must occupy the property
being acquired on the date the Department initiates negotiations by making a written
offer to acquire the property. If you receive a written notice from the Department of its
intent to acquire the property, you are also eligible for relocation benefits. This is not a
written notice of intent to acquire the property.
To protect your potential benefits under the relocation program, notify this office
before you move so that the relocation assistance program can be fully explained to
you and you may qualify for relocation benefits.
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Notify this office before selecting a replacement dwelling, in order that the
replacement dwelling can be inspected and certified as meeting State standards for
decent, safe and sanitary housing (DSS). Do not execute a purchase contract or a
rental agreement until the Department has inspected and certified in writing that the
replacement dwelling does meet DSS standards. You should not jeopardize your
right to receive a replacement housing payment by moving into a substandard
dwelling.
You have the right to appeal in writing any determination as to your eligibility for
relocation assistance or the amount of a relocation payment that you dispute.
A booklet explaining your potential rights and benefits if you are required to move
accompanies this letter. If you have any difficulty understanding this material, please
notify me so that appropriate assistance can be provided. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me at this office.
Sincerely,

Erick C. Dorr
Relocation Assistance Manager
Maine Department of Transportation

C: OWNER IF DIFFERENT
Enclosure: relocation booklet

